
May we give them roots to grow and wings to fly.  
 

Our Curriculum – Medium-Term Planning 
 

Term and Year: Autumn 2 

Class: EYFS 

Subject: Understanding The World 

Key Unit Question: Who helps us? 

Key Themes: Civilization 

Memorable Experience: Firefighter Visit 
 

EYFS Framework:  
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge 
and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a 
broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important 
knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.  
  

ELG: Past and Present   

Children at the expected level of development will:  

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;   

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;   

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.  
  

Development Matters:   

• Talk about members of their immediate family and community.  

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them.  

• Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.  

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.  
 

Rationale:   
Children will continue to explore the idea of history and the past by understanding their own past and history, looking at families and significant milestones in their lives so far. History will be centred 
around that of the child to give them a better understanding of it and to realise that they themselves are a part of history. Children will start to understand that history is made up of different people 
and events and that history is being made all around the world. They will learn that people have lived before and after them and that certain things have been very different and some things have 
stayed the same.This will further be explored through events in the Autumn Term e.g. Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day, Christmas. This will further be explored in Spring 2 when the children explore 
festivals and celebrations from other countries and cultures. 

Prior Knowledge:   
Children may have an understanding of some knowledge of different festivals/celebrations 
that they observe at home with their families. Children should be aware of similarities and 
differences in the way in which different occasions are celebrated.  
 
Children might be able to identify that certain items are similar or different and that 
something is ‘old’ or ‘new’.  
 
Children may be able to identify how people have lived before them and understand that 
history has lasted a long time.  

What do we intend pupils to know and be able to do at the end of this unit?   
   

• How people have lived before them, sometimes long before they were born 

• That certain people in history might have been very special or done something significant   

• That history is being made where they live and all around the world  

• That certain things have changed or stayed the same over time, such as housing, materials 
and clothes  

• That society has been and still is made up of different types of people  

   

 

 



May we give them roots to grow and wings to fly.  
 

 

 

 

 


