
 

 

Reading with your child at home:  

 

 

At Easington Church of England Primary School, we believe that home reading books 
should give children confidence as a reader. They should be able to read these without 
significant adult intervention and develop their self-esteem and self-belief as a reader. 
We believe that this is crucial to develop a love for reading for pleasure.  

 

When you listen to your child read, try not to intervene their flow too much. Instead, at the 
end of every sentence, recap any vocabulary or errors that they made in a positive way. 
You can also recap some skills, such as advising them to avoid segmenting unless they are 
unsure of the word, as this develops their fluency. In school, we ask children to say the 
sounds and read the word; this means they segment a word and then blend it back 
together. For example, cat would be /c/ /a/ /t/ - cat. They should be able to read most 
words on sight, although they may need reminding to do this as their automaticity 
develops.  

 

When they have read a section of the book, such as a page or a chapter, revisit some of the 
key information with them. We call this retrieval. This could entail recapping the main 
character’s name, where the book is set etc. Focus on the 4 W’s and you will have practiced 
retrieval accurately! If you feel that this section was particularly emotional, you can practice 
inference. You can ask how a character may be feeling. Developing empathy is a hard skill, 
so relating this back to their own life experiences can be useful. When we have reached the 
end of a page or chapter, you can ask your child questions on what may happen next and 
why. This is called prediction. Finally, you can ask your child to summarise the events of 
the story to help them develop their sequencing. Please find 
more information below on the questions you could ask.  

 

We use reading VIPERS at school, which is an approach 
developed by the Literacy Shed.  

 

 

 



 

 

Below are some examples of Key Stage appropriate questions to support you when reading 
with your child. We use the VIPERS approach in school, so using this at home would 
provide good continuity.  

Key Stage One:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Key Stage Two:  

 

The Literacy Shed Blog provides additional information and support, should you need this.  

https://www.literacyshedblog.com/blog/reading-vipers  

 

How to use the reading diaries:  

Using the reading diaries is of paramount importance. Please ensure that when you listen to 
your child read, you make a comment on their decoding and their comprehension. Their 
decoding is their knowledge of sounds and their comprehension is their understanding of the 
text. For example: 

 

Struggled with the /th/ sound but read the /oe/ sound well. Sam could summarise the story 
when they finished. Book completed.  

 

https://www.literacyshedblog.com/blog/reading-vipers


 

 

Please ensure that you write the title, date and if the book is complete, so that on Thursday 
and Friday, we are able to accurately change books and ensure continuity. We carefully 
monitor each child’s reading at home using their individual school planners. We encourage 
our parents to be fully active and engaged with us in this in order to support their child’s 
ongoing development.  

 

Below is another example of what your comments may look like in the reading diary.  


